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OrFIceE, THE NEw Capito, ST. PAut. 
REFERENCE WORK IN A SMALL 
LIBRARY. 


*By MAUDE VAN BUREN, Librarian, 
Owatonna Public Library. 
The reference room should be not only 
light and quiet and convenient to reach from 


the stacks, but a roomy room with adequate | 


table space and comfortable 
chairs. 

Economy may be practiced any place else, 
but the largest attention and the fullest 
purse should be devoted to this room, where 
the quiet, thoughtful, most earnest work of 
the student is done. It is much greater 
economy to build, in the beginning, with an 
eye to growth, than to tear down walls and 
shove them out when the overwhelming pat- 
ronage of this department compels expan- 
sion. 

For a dictionary and an encyclopedia 
(which are all many can afford to buy at 
first) very little space is required, some one 
says. Ah, yes! but what of the volumes and 
volumes of valuable material accumulating 
from day to day under your very roof, and 
the volumes more that can be had for the 
asking? The government is more than gen- 
erous with its gifts, and the magazine clear- 
ing house of the Public Library Commission 


*From a paper read at the Mankato meeting 
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can furnish a wea'th of material—often com- 
plete files of the Century, Harper, Scribner, 
the Atlantic and other invaluable works— 
things that would cost hundreds of dollars 
if one were compelled to purchase. And, no 
doubt, there are years’ accumulations of just 
such wealth in the immediate vicinity of the 
library that are only waiting a hint from the 
librarian to find deliverance from garrets 
and dark closets into the light of day. A 
word in the local paper or at school or to the 
clubs serves oftentimes as the key to unlock 
untold treasures which have been stowed 
away for decade upon decade. 

Ali books and periodicals should be care- 
fully collated before marks of ownership are 
entered. Cases of incorrect paging are not 
infrequent and missing leaves or articles or 
illustrations, especially among those maga- 
zines which are donated, or which circulate, 
frequently occur. Apropos of circulating pe- 
riodicals, it is decidedly inadvisable unless 
two copies are subscribed for, as often 
whole volumes are spoiled through the care- 
less or thoughtless usage of single numbers. 

Magazines should be arranged on the 
shelves alphabetically, other books by class. 
The dictionary, Poole’s index, and the Read- 
er’s guide are most convenient on the refer- 
ence table in a small adjustable book rest. 
If the heavy volumes are placed on their 
heads in the rack, much unnecessary han- 
dling will be avoided, as they will require 
no lifting, the only movements necessary 
being those of a hinged table leaf—the 
turning down of the volume onto the table 
and a similar upward movement to re- 
place it. 3 

Now, having a comfortable, roomy, well 
lighted, well equipped room, the doors are 
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thrown open to an admiring but ignorant | are always willing and glad to send their 


public—ignorant, I mean, of the facilities of 
the institution, the appearance of which 
they so much admire. In the majority of 
cases the patron is unfamiliar with refer- 
ence books and the entire system of the 
library, and is helpless and not rarely timid. 
Let us meet him more than half way, wel- 
come him, and make him feel that his inter- 
est is ours, that it is our pleasure to serve. 
It is usually our profit, too, but that is re- 
alized later. Our duty consists not merely 
in directing him to the reference room and 
inviting him to help himself, but in supply- 
ing his wants, or, better still, in helping 
him to supply his own with the least pos- 
sible waste of time and with patience and 
perseverance. 

Much time is frequently wasted in looking 
up and placing before a worker volume after 
volume of material when a little question- 
ing would have made clear that only facts, 
not a full treatment, were wanted, and that 
the Century dictionary or Harper’s Book 


of facts or an encyclopedia was all that 
was necessary. A patron should not be 


kept waiting so long as to cause him to 
leave with impatience. In case of a crowd, 
which neariy always happens just after 
school hours, everyone can be set to work 
quickly upon easily accessible articles and 
their further wants supplied later. 

It is a great saving of time to preserve 
on cards or slips (cast-off catalog cards 
are good) those references which have re- 
quired time and considerable of search to 
prepare, as they are certain to be called for 
again. If the cards are dated, new refer- 
ences can be added as they come in, with- 
out loss of time in finding out just what 
dates the last references included. 

Club programs should be submitted early 
in the summer, so that work on them can 
be done during those weeks when the rou- 
tine work is light. It not only saves a 
greater rush of duties after the busy school 
year opens, but enables one to discover the 
library’s weaknesses in those classes of 
books required for the club work, and to 
supply the material in time. 

Naturally the larger part of the reference 
work is with the students, and they need a 
great deal of guidance before they become 
independent in the use of library tools. 
Lack of time forbids much individual atten- 
tion, but small classes can be handled with 
ease and with good results, and teachers 





pupils to the library in groups, where in- 
struction in the arrangement of the books 
on the shelves, the use of the card catalog, 
the relation of the call number on the card 
to that on the book label, the use of Poole’s 
index, the Reader’s guide, and special in- 
dexes and tables of contents may be profit- 
ably given. It is not enough to show a 
child the arrangement of Poole. He needs 
to be taught the meaning of 28:12 (for ex- 
ample), and to be directed to the key to 
magazine abbreviations, and given prac- 
tice. 

Frequent visits to the schools and ac- 
quaintance with the teachers and students 
are the best means of becoming familiar 
with their needs. Here, again, it pays to 
go more than half way. By allowing teach- 
ers, regardless of grade, as many books as 
they wish for supplementary reading or for 
reference use in the schoolroom, each book 
performs a larger mission than if issued to 
individual borrowers. 

One must know not only her reference 
books but those for circulation, both adult 
and juvenile. Many of the books purchased 
for general circulation do their best serv- 
ice in the reference room, and should be re- 
served there for the use of classes and clubs 
studying special subjects, during the period 
required for their study. The same may be 
done for an individual providing his wants 
do not conflict with a general demand. 

Why limit borrowers to two or three 
books? There may be half a dozen books 
on the shelves that are just what he needs 
for his particular subject. Why not allow 
him to take the whole half dozen with the 
privilege, on the librarian’s part, of send- 
ing for any of them if needed? This plan 
has been tried and found entirely success- 
ful. 

The books for circulation can be made 
most useful to reference workers if they are 
copiously analyzed when cataloged. 

When entire classes are given the same 
subject, the librarian should be notified in 
time to make researches and jot the refer- 
ences on cards which are handed to the pu- 
pils when they call for material. With some- 
times twenty students in a small room, it is 
impossible for all to refer to Poole (for ex- 
ample) for their own references. This plan 
saves time and confusion without taking 
away the student’s independence in search- 
ing for the volumes quoted. 
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To speak to the teachers at their annual 
meeting, telling them of the resources of 
the library and what the library is ready to 
do for them, goes far toward establishing 
a pleasant relationship with the _ schools. 
The same alertness should be manifested in 
relation to the clubs and other organiza- 
tions. 

One should never allow a subject to beat 
one. Others on the staff may be able to 
offer suggestions, and often material can 
be found somewhere in the community—at 
other institutions or in private libraries. 
As far as possible, acquaintance should be 
made with what the town contains and per- 
mission gained to use what it has. 

Patrons are usually willing to pay small 
sums for material, in which case (after the 
resources of the community have been ex- 
hausted) the Gleaner’s Library of Beloit, 
Wis., may be brought into service. This in- 
stitution has proven a great boon to many 
other libraries. An inquirer should never 
be permitted to leave the library unsatisfied, 
or at least without hope. 

Careful perusal of the 
dispensable to real live 
council planning to pave the streets, or the 
county commissioners to improve the 
roads? A list of everything the library has 
on the subject should be submitted to them. 
Is there anyone in the community interested 
in horticulture or floriculture? He should 
know that the library has Bailey’s “Ency- 
clopedia of horticulture,” and possibly a 
few circulating books on the subject. Do 
the practical housewives know that there 
are cookbooks on the shelves, and that 
“Good housekeeping” is to be found in the 
magazine rack? Do the Sunday school su- 
perintendents and teachers know that the 
library has “Modern methods in Sunday 
school work’? Do the engineers and 
mechanics know that the “Scientific Ameri- 
can” is taken at the library, and that there 
are bound volumes of the same? A simple 
postal card to these people may tell the 
whole story and increase the usefulness of 
the library many fold. Did someone call 
last week or last month for help in settling 
a vexed question? Perhaps to-day some- 
thing has come into the library bearing on 
this subject concerning which fact he should 
be notified. 

Various plans have been adopted for call- 
ing attention to magazine articles on special 
subjects, the one most generally used being 


local papers is in- 
work. Is the city 
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that of posting a list on the magazine rack 
or on the door or other conspicuous place. 
The majority of people do not visit the 
library, and consequently do not see these 
lists, but they do take at least one of the 
local papers. Aside from reminders by 
means of letter or postal, the “Weekly 
Notes” in the local papers calling attention 
to leading magazine articles and to impor- 
tant features of the library are most effect- 
ive in bringing strangers into close touch 
with the work. 

Request has been made for a list of the 
most essential reference books for a small 
library. 

The following is suggested for the first 
purchase, the total cost, less the six per 
cent discount for cash, amounting to $100.91. 


Webster, Noah. International dictionary of 
the English language. Merriam. 1901. 
Not indexed, $8.50 net. Indexed, $9.25 net. 

Probably the best one-volume work. 

New international cyclopedia. 17v. 
1902-04. $85. 

The most up-to-date and satisfactory cy- 
clopedia if but one can be had. 

Hoyt, J. K. Cyclopedia of practical quo- 
tations. New ed. enl. Funk. $4.80 net. 


The most useful work for quotations by 
subjects. Answers very well the almost dai- 
ly call for quotations. 


Poole, W. F. and Mary. 
to periodical literature. 
Houghton, 1901. $10.80 net. 


A condensation of Poole’s Index, including 
thirty-seven popular periodicals to the end 
of 1899. An indispensable key to the collec- 
tion of magazines. 

Reader’s guide to _ periodical 
(Monthly.) Wilson. $6 a year. 

The most valuable cumulative index to 
current periodicals. The five-year volume, 
soon to appear, begins where the Abridged 
Poole leaves off, and serves as a supplement 
to it. . 

For the next $100 purchase the following 
are suggested: 
Warner, C. D. ed. Library of the world’s 
best literature. 30v. Peale. 1896-97. Lists 
at $3 per vol., but the set can usually be 


had for $50, and frequently for less. 


The best compilation of the kind. Contains 
biographical and critical sketches of authors 
of ail ages and countries by eminent scholars 
and writers. The selections from their works 
have been well made. 

Larned, J. N. History for ready reference. 
New ed. 6v. Nichols, 1901. $27.00 net. 


Extracts from the writings of the best his- 
torians, biographers and specialists to illus- 
trate the history of all countries and times. 
Arrangement is alphabetical by country, 
event, etec., and under place is chronological. 
A most useful and well-arranged reference 
book. 


Dodd. 


Poole’s index 
Abridged ed. 
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Brookings, W. D., & Ringwalt, R. C. Briefs 
for debate on current political, economic 
and social topics. Longmans, $1.00 net. 

A most useful handbook for use in school 
work. 

Century cyclopedia of names. Century, $8.00 
net. 

Includes names in geography, biography, 
mythology, history, ethnology, art and fic- 
tion. Concise information, pronunciation and 
derivation are given. 

Century atlas of the world. 
$10.00 net. 

One of the latest atlases, with full alpha- 
betical index. The Rand-McNally Standard 
atlas is also good. The maps are larger, but 
not so well made as those in the Century. 

Peck, H. T. Harper’s dictionary of classical 

antiquities. Harper, 1897. 5.40 net. 


Includes Greek and Roman antiquities, bi- 
ography, geography, history, literature, myth- 
ology, with much additional information. 


Who’s who in Marquis, 1903-05. 
$3.15 net, 
Condensed sketches of the lives of promi- 
nent Americans. 


Walsh, W. S. Curiosities of popular cus- 


Century, 1898. 


America. 


toms. Lippincott, 1898. $2.45 net. 
Tel's of the origin of holidays, rites, cere- 


monies and observances, with accounts of 
numerous miscellaneous antiquities. 
World almanac (annual). N. Y. World. 25c. 
Contains a great variety of useful informa- 
tion. 





REFERENCE WORK IN THE COLLEGE 


LIBRARY. 


“The Carletonia,’ Northfield, 


9, 1905. 
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Extract 
Minn., 


“A co-operative plan by which students 
may help each other very materially is that 
of leaving in the library in good shape the 
list of references that have been collected 
while studying on some subject for class or 
society work. Rarely, if ever, is a topic seri- 
ously studied by any student that it is not 
used very soon afterward by some one else, 
and often material on these topics is not 
represented in the library by even one com- 
plete book, so that the next best thing is to 
have a reliable list to refer to, representative 
of many books and authors. This, if legibly 
and accurately made, would in many cases 
be worth more to the student than any one 
book with the single author’s point of view. 
The filing of these lists, except any that are 
too long, will be on cards in a special cata- 
log drawer in alphabetical order of sub- 
jects. Very long lists, such as may be left 
by debate teams or oratorical contestanis, 
will be preserved in pamphlet cases or some 








other convenient form, and will be referred 
to by card in the file with others. The suc- 
cess of this venture will rest with the stu- 
dents and will depend entirely on their gen- 
erosity in lending their assistance to others 
interested in the same lines of study.” 

The above extract describes a very inter- 
esting plan which might be adapted to use 
in public libraries. The plan of making 
notes of references on cards has been men- 
tioned in the preceding article by Miss van 
Buren, and if students and club workers 
would in this way contribute the results of 
their research on special subjects it would 
be a great assistance to the busy librarian. 


LIBRARY LEGISLATION. 


At the meeting of the Minnesota Library 
Association held in Mankato, October, 1904, 
resolutions were adopted recommending the 
enactment of laws authorizing the extension 
of library privileges to the entire county in 
which the library is located, and to sur- 
rounding towns; vroviding for the distribu- 
tion of state publications to public libraries; 
commending the work of the public library 
commission, and urging the necessity of an 
increased appropriation to carry on its work. 

Bills for the purpose of carrying out these 
three measures have been introduced in the 
legislature, and all friends of libraries should 
enlist the interest of their senators and rep- 
resentatives in their passage. 

County Plan. Senate File No. 349 is an 
act to amend section 1 of chapter 173, Laws 
of 1903, relating to the establishment of pub- 
lic libraries and reading rooms. It provides 
that library boards may admit to the benefit 
of the library persons not residing within 
the corporate limits of the city or village, 
under such regulations and conditions as it 
may prescribe. The board may also contract 
with boards of county commissioners, or 
with the governing body of any neighboring 
town, city or village, to loan the books of 
the library, either singly or in traveling li- 
braries, to the residents of such county, 
town, city or village upon such terms as 
shall be agreed upon in the contract. This 
plan has already been adopted at Owatonna, 
Stillwater and Anoka, under a broad inter- 
pretation of the present law, and several oth- 
er libraries are anxious to extend their priv- 
ileges as soon as it is definitely authorized 
by law. The law is not compulsory, and the 





ov ame, 


se 

















mal alton 





onthe UM AHL 


Vadis pe Writs 


hee Pin a aa HD eS 











plan would not be practicable in all libraries, 
but the year’s experiment in Owatonna and 
Stillwater has gone far toward proving that 
the plan is an excellent one, especially 
where there is a well-equipped central ti- 
brary. The usefulness of many libraries 
would be greatly enlarged, and reading mat- 
ter could be supplied to many small towns 
and country communities at a very small 
outlay. 

State Publications. Senate File No. 347 
relates to the distribution of state publica- 
tions to public libraries. It provides that a 
certain number of copies of all publications 
printed by the state printing commission or 
by any board or department shall be deliy- 
ered to the public library commission, which 
shall distribute one copy of each publication 
to each public library in the state, to the 
libraries of the state normal schools, to all 
college libraries in the state, and to the state 
libraries of other states. The need of this 
law has been felt by every library in the 
state, as no provision is now made for the 
distribution of these publications. 

Library Commission. The work of the 
commission has increased so much that it 
was decided to ask the legislature for an ap- 
propriation of $12,000 annually. This is to 
cover all expenses of the traveling libraries, 
including reference libraries for clubs and 
special books for students; organization and 
assistance of public libraries; distribution of 
state publications and the expense of the 


P : ® y 
magazine clearing house, besides the admin- 


istration and current expenses. 


SUMMER SCHOOL FOR LIBRARY 
TRAINING. 


Tne sixth annual session of the Summer 
School for Library Training will be held at 
the State University June 20th to July 28th. 

The course will be under the direction cf 
the librarian of the commission, who will 
give the instruction in classification and 
cataloging and the general organization of 
a library. It is expected that the lectures 
on reference work and children’s work will 


be given by Miss van Buren, librarian of the | 


Owatonna library, and arrangements are be- 
ing made for special lectures on other sub- 
jects. 

The school will follow the same general 
plan as heretofore, the lectures being sup- 
plemented by practical work, and every ef- 











fort being made to acquaint the students 
with the best methods for work in a small 
library, and to give some insight into library 
work as a whole. 


Circulars giving full information will be 
mailed within a few weeks, and meanwhile 
the librarian of the commission will be glad 
to hear from any who are planning to attend 
the school and to answer any inquiries. 


BOOKS FOR THE BLIND. 


The library of the School for the Blind at 
Faribault contains about 1,200 books in 
raised print. These books are not limited to 
the use of the members of the school, but are 
furnished free to blind persons throughout 
the state, the books being carried through 
the mails free. Librarians may assist in this 
work by making this fact known to any 
blind persons in their community. Dr. James 
J. Dow, superintendent of the School for the 
Blind, will be glad to give full information 
as to the plan. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of the American Li- 
brary Association will be held at Portland, 
Ore., July 2-7. 


The program will emphasize the more ele- 
mentary aspects of library work, with spe- 
cial attention to state library commissions, 
traveling libraries. library work with chil- 
dren, and the founding, architecture and ad- 
ministration of small public libraries. 

Arrangements are being made for a spe- 
cial train which will run via the Canadian 
Pacific, allowing a full day at Banff and a 
day at Seattle. Return may be made direct 
from Portland (with a five and a half day 
trip through the Yellowstone if desired). 
The expense of the trip, including everything 
except expenses in Portland, will be $106 
from Minneapolis. 

The expense of side trips is estimated as 
follows: Alaska, about $55; Yellowstone, 
about $50; Yosemite, about $80. Those wish- 
ing to join this special party should com- 
municate at once witb Mr. F. W. Faxon, il 
Chauncey Place, Jamaica Plain, Mass., who 
will furnish full information regarding the 
trip. 














AIDS FOR LIBRARIANS, 


A. L. A. Book List. 
mission has for several years sent out 
buying lists of recent books compiled by 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 
This work has now been undertaken by the 
A. L. A. Publishing Board, who are pub- 
lishing the A. L. A. Book List. This is de- 
signed to supplement the A. L. A. Catalog, 
and will appear monthly except in June, 
July, August and September. The list is 
edited by Caroline H. Garland, librarian of 
the Dover, N. H., Public Library, with the 
co-operation of many librarians. The list 
gives full names of authors, annotations, 
classification numbers, suggested subject 
headings, and serial numbers for Library of 
Congress catalog cards. 

The commission will send copies to every 
library in the state and to members of 
book committees, and would request all 
librarians to forward at once a list of mem- 
bers of such committees or others having 
in charge the purchase of books, so that 
the mailing list may be correct. 


Bulletin on Book Prices. The A. L. A. 
committee on book-buying issues frequent 
bulletins, giving much valuable information 
in book-buying. The 
commission will send the bulletin to all 
larger libraries in the state, and to any 
others who may find it useful. 


to those interested 


Cumulative Book Review Digest. The H. 
W. Wilson Co. announce another publica- 
tion which will be of great assistance in 
book selection. This is the Cumulative 
book and will contain ex- 
tracts from about forty different reviews. 
It is proposed to give a brief descriptive 
note, showing the general character of the 
book, followed by a digest of each review, 
which will contain a few sentences selected 
to show the force of the review as a whole. 
The magazine will be issued monthly, and 
the price will be $5.00 per year. 

It is impossible for most libraries to sub- 
scribe to all reviews, or for the librarian 
to read them all, even if they could afford 
them, and the opportunity thus given to 
compare various is a great ad- 
vantage. 


review digest, 


opinions 


1,000 Best Novels. The selection of nov- 
els for a public library is a question of 
perennial interest, and the list of 1,000 best 
novels, compiled by the Free Public Library 


The Minnesota Com- | 





| 








of Newark, will be especially welcomed as 
coming from a library which has given 
special attention to the subject. The intro- 
duction by Mr. Dana is one of the most in- 


teresting features of the list. The commis- 
sion will send a copy of the list to each 
library in the state. 


Catalog of Prose Fiction. Another inter- 
esting contribution to the bibliography of 
novels is the Catalog of prose fiction, re- 
cently issued by the Free Library of Phila- 
delphia. This list is valuable, not so much 
for selection as for its full descriptive notes, 
and its classification by subjects. The book 
may be obtained from the Free Library of 
Philadelphia for $1.25. 


St. Cloud Finding List. An excellent find- 
ing list has recently been issued by the Pub- 
lic Library of St. Cloud, Minn. The list is 
arranged by classes, with both author and 
tit'e lists of fiction, a list of historical and 
descriptive fiction, and an index of authors 
and subjects. The book is well arranged 
and well printed, and will be of assistance 
to other libraries in classification. The 
catalog will be sent to any one desiring it 
on receipt of 10c to cover postage. Send to 
Mrs. M. E. Brick, Librarian, St. Cloud, 
Minn. ° 


Owatonna Library Report. The fifth re- 
port of this library is a very attractive lit- 
tle 18-page pamphlet, full of interest and 
suggestions. Any librarian in the state may * 
obtain a copy by addressing Miss Maude 
van Buren, Librarian, Owatonna, Minn. 


Cutter’s Rules for a Dictionary Catalog. 
The fourth edition of this valuable aid in 
cataloging appeared in November, 1904, and 
may be obtained from the Bureau of Educa- 
tion, Washington, D. C., without charge. 
Representing as it does the last word of this 
great librarian on a subject to which he had 
given years of study, and characterized by 
his usual broad spirit, this document is 
probably the most valuable code of rules in 
existence, and every cataloger should study 
it carefully. 


Books for Boys and Girls. A new edition 
of Miss Hewin’s Books for boys and girls is 
now published by the A. L. A. Publishing 
Board, 10144 Beacon St., Boston, Mass., at 
15ce. The list contains about 500 titles, an- 
notated, and the introductions are in them- 
selves more than worth the price of the 
pamphlet. 
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COMMISSION NOTES. 

Removal. The commission removed its 
office to the new capitol on the last day of 
December, 1904. A pleasant room on the 
ground floor in the east wing has been as- 
signed to the commission, which is conven- 
iently furnished with shelving and filing 
cases. Now that provision is made for stor- 
ing such material, the commission desires 
to make a complete collection of photo- 
graphs and plans of all library buildings in 
the state and all reports, finding lists or 
other publications which have been issued 
by any libraries. These will be carefully 
preserved, and will be a valuable addition to 
the resources of the commission, 

Clearing House for Periodicals. Owing to 
the removal the clearing house has been 
obliged to suspend operations for several 
months. A well-lighted room in the sub: 
basement will be used for this work, but it 
is not yet ready for occupancy. It is hoped, 
however, that the room may be completed 
within a short time, and any libraries or in- 
dividuals who have magazines to dispose of 
should send them in as soon as possible, so 
that all may be arranged at once. The 
work of sorting and placing the magazines 
on the shelves will take considerable time, 
but it is hoped that this department will 
soon be in operation again. Its usefulness 
has been well demonstrated by the almost 
daily calls for material, which have had to 
be refused for the time being. As the house- 
cleaning time approaches, it is a good time 
to issue a call for magazines. The women’s 
clubs and high school students will be will- 
ing to co-operate in collecting them. 

Attention is again called to the special of- 
fer of the H. W. Wilson Co. for club rates 
on the Readers’ Guide for 1905 and the five- 
year cumulative number soon to be issued. 
These are offered to libraries with small in- 
comes for $10 for the two publications. This 
offer is open until May ist, and there are 
still a number of libraries which should 
take advantage of it. 

Books for Students. The commission is 
gradually adding to the traveling library a 
few books for the use of students. These 
are loaned to individuals upon recommenda- 
tion of a school officer and one other respon- 
sible citizen, and can be kept three months. 
The only charge is the postage or express 
both ways. 

The first installment has been purchased 
at the suggestion of Dr. D. L. Kiehle to sup- 











ply the demand from students who are pur- 
suing their studies while teaching. 

The following is a list of the books which 
are now available: 


Education and Psychology. 

Bosanquet, Bernard. Essentials of Logic. 

Dewey, John. School and Psychology. 

Horne, H. H. Philosophy of Education. 

James, William. Psychology. 

James, William. Talks to Teachers. 

Kirkpatrick, E. A. Fundamentals of Child 
Study. 

Ladd, G. T. 
chology. 

Laurie, 8. S. Pre-Christian Education. 

Laurie, 8. S. The Rise and Constitution of 
Universities. 

Munsterberg, Hugo. Psychology and Life. 

Quick, R. H. Educational Reformers. 

Royce, Josiah. Outlines of Psychology. 

Spencer, Herbert. Education. 

Stout, G. F. Manual of Psychology. 

Stratton, G. M. Experimental Psychology 
and Culture 

Titchner, E. B. 

Economics. 

Bryce, James. 
vols. 

Carver, T. N. Distribution of Wealth. 

Fiske, John. Civil Government. 

Hadley, A. T. Economics. 

Marshall, Alfred. Principles of Economics, 


Outlines of Physiological Psy- 


Outlines of Psychology. 


American Commonwealth, 2 


Vol. 1. 
Pierson, N. G. Principles of Economics, 
Vol. 1. 


Walker, F. A. Political Economy. 
Wilson, Woodrow. The State. 
Literature. 
Arnold, Matthew. Essays in Criticism. 
Jusserand, J. J. A Literary History of the 
English People. 
Morris, Wm., and Wyatt, A. J. Translation 
of Beowulf. 
Saintsbury, George. 
lish literature. 
Geology. 
Chamberlin, T. C., and Salisbury, R. D. Ge- 
ology, Vol. 1 
Scott, W. B. 


Short History of Eng- 


Introduction to Geology. 


NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES. 


Anoka. The county commissioners of 
Anoka county have voted unanimously to 
appropriate $150 to the Anoka Public Library, 
and the library has been made free to all the 
residents of the county.—The Philolectian 
Society gave a public reception at the library 
lecture room on the evening of February 14th. 
The library has always been one of the chief 
interests of this society, and the feature of 
the evening was the pvesentation to the 
library of three handsome gifts. One of 
these was a beautiful statue of Minerva, an- 
other was an oak-cased grandfather’s clock, 
and the third was a fine portrait of Shakes- 
peare handsomely framed. 

Brainerd. The Carnegie Library was ded- 
icated January 19th. Exercises were held at 
the opera house consisting of a review of 
the history of the library by H. I. Cohen, 
president of the Library Board, a sketch of 
the life of Mr. Andrew Carnegie by Prof. T. 
B. Hartley, an address by Dean Pattee of the 
University Law School on “The mission of 














the true scholar’ and the presentation of 
the keys to the board by the mayor. The 
exercises were followed by an informal re- 
ception at the library, which was thrown 
open to the public for the first time. About 
1,000 well-selected new books have been 
added and the library has been classified and 
cataloged under the direction of the Library 
Commission. 

Cannon Falls. A reading room was opened 
in January through the efforts of the Ladies’ 
Club, and with the assistance of the busi- 
ness men and council, a rest room has now 
been established in connection with the read- 
ing room. The club is planning an enter- 
tainment and book shower for the purpose 
of starting a library. 

Duluth. A branch library has been opened 
at the Lake Avenue Bethel. The reading 
room is supplied with periodicals and cur- 
rent newspapers. 

Grand Rapids. A gift of $10,000 for a 
building has been received from Mr. Andrew 
Carnegie. The council has made an appro- 
priation of $1,500, payable in twelve monthly 
payments, beginning April lst, to aid the 
board in furnishing the building, and has 
also fixed a tax levy of 2 mills for the sup- 
port of the library. Over $1,000 has been 
raised for the purchase of books. The li- 
brary was established by vote in 1900, ani 
tax levy up to the present time has been 
used in the purchase of lots, so that an ex- 
cellent site is already provided. 

Hibbing. The Ladies’ Saturday Club gave 
an entertainment in January, by which 
about $225 was raised. This is the nucleus 
of a fund which will some time be devoted 
to a public library. 

Hutchinson. The Ladies’ Art Society has 
presented the library with a handsome and 
artistic pair of wrought iron andirons for 
the fire-place in the reading room. 

Kimball. A reading and rest room was 
opened in this town of 300 people, on Febru- 
ary 2d. <A fund of twelve dollars a month 
has been raised by subscriptions, and many 
donations of books and magazines have been 
received, in addition to the traveling library. 
There.are three nicely furnished rooms, one 
for a rest room, one a reading room, and the 
third fitted up for games. The rooms are 
open from 11 a. m. to 9 p. m. each week- 
day, and from 2 to 6 p. m. Sundays. 

Little Falls. The Carnegie Library build- 
ing was open for the loaning of books Feb- 
ruary 7th. The library has been classified 














and cataloged under the direction of the 
Public Library Commission. 

Luverne. The Carnegie Library was form- 
ally opened to the public Dec. 21, 1904. 

Madison. An offer of $10,000 for a library 
building has been received from Mr. Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Redwood Falls. The Carnegie building, 
which was dedicated November 9th, has 
been open as a reading room since February 
Ist, in charge of the Women’s Club for the 
time being. The High School Athletic As- 
sociation has the use of the basement and 
pays for the heating. Nearly $1,000 has been 
raised for the purchase of books, which wiil 
soon be purchased, and will be ready for cir- 
culation when the tax levy becomes avail- 
able on June Ist. 

Spring Valley. A supper served in the 
new library building on Lincoln’s birthday 
was a social and financial success. The li- 
brary was made very attractive with fine 
pictures of Lincoln and Washington and the 
exhibit of St. Nicholas League drawings. 
About $50 was cleared for the purchase of 
books. 

Virginia. An offer of $10,000 for a build- 
ing has been received from Mr. Carnegie. 
The council has passed the necessary resolu- 
tions; the board has been appointed and 
the question of a site is now being con- 
sidered. 


Walker. Citizens of Walker have organ- 
ized a corporation -known as the Walker 


Improvement Association ‘‘to promote liter- 
ary and social culture.’’ A brick building, 88 
by 40 feet, will be erected at a cost of $6,000. 
The second story will be used as an opera 
house, and the ground floor will have offices 
for rent and a free public library and read- 
ing room. The traveling library at Walker 
has always had a most liberal patronage, and 
has proved that a public library is a neces- 
sity. 

Winnebago City. A _ fifteen-minute talk 
about books is given at the library every 
Monday evening at 7:45. The talks are given 
by different persons and are proving very 
interesting. 

Worthington. The Carnegie Public Li- 
brary was dedicated March 4th. An inter- 
esting program, consisting of music amd 
short addresses, was given at the Presby- 
terian church. After the program, an in- 
formal reception was held at the library 
building. Light refreshments were served 
by the ladies of the Improvement League, 
and donations of books were received. 








